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West London Business (WLB)
WLB Requests the Mayor to Respond to the Following 

Ten Policy Points
Responses from Ken Livingstone

1. Public Transport Investment.

WLB would like to know how the Mayor can direct more investment and policy attention to public transport in West London and a programme to reduce road congestion while addressing climate change commitments. This issue is top of the agenda for WLB members. The current efforts to sustain investment in tube upgrades and Crossrail are supported by WLB but will not reduce projected congestion.

I am keen to invest in the transport infrastructure and recognise its prime importance to London. To this end we aim, if elected, to slash bus fares by 11% to encourage further passenger transfer to this mode. This can be funded by TfL underspend. We aim to look at a series of funding streams and innovative financing methods to extend the transport network in West London.  

2. Need for Expanded Airport Capacity. 

WLB urges the Mayor of London to continue playing a strong part in convincing the Government of the importance of a competitive hub airport. Restricting airport expansion in SE England is detrimental to the UK’s economic growth and London’s continued success as an inward investment location. We would caution the Mayor about the impact of his preference for a new hub airport to the east of London given the inevitable economic damage this relocation would cause to West London. Regeneration of East London should not result in lost jobs, lost businesses and poorer living standards for many in the west.
I am opposed to the development of a third runway at Heathrow, on social and environmental grounds. I have not seen a convincing business case either, but would be happy to reconsider views on this. I prefer hi-speed rail options where possible, but recognise that increasing emerging market long-haul connections require more airport capacity. 

3. Supporting SMEs. 

SMEs need urgent help in improving access to credit, cutting costs and reducing bureaucratic red tape in the labour market. They also lack support in face-to-face mentoring and leadership development at start-up and first year stages. Can the Mayor explain how he proposes to apply his statutory powers and influence in government to pro-actively support local agencies and boroughs in this vital area to support growth in this sector of the London economy?

I will bring to bear such influence as I can to work with the boroughs in supporting SME start-up and growth. Funding is tight but we can look at policies such as business rate relief to assist small businesses. SMEs are the life blood of London. 

4. Promoting London. 

WLB would like the Mayor to ensure that sufficient resource is being allocated to the important area of promoting London’s business offer. WLB fully supports the integration of London’s promotion bodies into London and Partners and the development of more consistent messages for London. However, much more needs to be done in developing sub-regional and tailored sector inward investment propositions. What commitments or specific support can the Mayor provide to West London to assist private and public sector in this important task?

Boris Johnson’s policy in this area has been disastrous. London has slipped from being the world’s number one tourist destination to number three. I will find the resources within the GLA budget– to support more vigorous promotion of London overseas. Tourism and business visitors bring a very large multiple return on investment. 

5. Innovation and Exporting.

WLB calls on the Mayor to outline what business support funding is available to focus on two key areas for the London economy – innovation and exporting. With West London having a strong innovation profile (Brunel, University of West London, BBC, GSK, Imperial College etc) and an exporting tradition, thanks to its close proximity to the UK's only international hub airport, West London is well-positioned to lead growth and the development of a more balanced economy.
I will support innovation in all ways possible, especially through the “Smart City” concept. I am looking at broadband, energy consumption and things like free apps to assist parking – innovations to make our city run more effectively. Exports are also crucial for London and I will put more effort into promoting London’s exports, especially through our overseas offices in emerging markets like India and China. 

6. Localism.
The Localism Act (Nov 15); the potential consequences for West London businesses of the Mayor’s Crossrail CIL, and the inevitable focus on East London in 2012, mean that West London risks being forgotten, at a time when infrastructure investment in outer London is being impacted by public spending retrenchment. What support does the Mayor propose to provide to West London, through capital and revenue support to realise the infrastructure necessary for future growth?

I recognise West London needs infrastructural upgrades (I previously initiated the West London tram scheme). Given the current public funding constraints, we need to look imaginatively at alternative funding sources, such as CIL and TIF, where rising development values can be reasonably tapped. 

7. Business Rates. 

Part of the localism policy involves boroughs being accountable for local business rates expenditure. WLB urges the Mayor to use whatever influence he can wield to ensure that local business communities are able to participate in these expenditure decisions through meaningful local consultation.

I agree on widening participation and making it more meaningful. 
8. High Speed Rail. 

WLB backs the development of HS2, linking London to the Midlands and beyond. However, we see this as a part of an integrated transport upgrade and not a substitute for air travel. WLB backs the proposal for the first phase of HS2 to involve an interchange with Crossrail at Old Oak Common to provide a link to Heathrow. However, WLB would like the Mayor to support a subsequent direct HS2 link into Heathrow as early as possible.
I support the HS2 scheme: large-scale infrastructure investment is decisive if there is to be an economic recovery. But I have major doubts about the route. The line needs to link into Heathrow for sure, otherwise it’s a wasted opportunity. 

9. Community Infrastructure Levy.

WLB recognises the potential value of the CIL for infrastructure development. However, the Mayor needs to act upon the business community’s doubts about the proposed structure and application of CIL, which could prove an active deterrent to much–needed development and regeneration. The application of this new tax, currently being consulted on in some boroughs, must be flexible and discreet, depending on local conditions. What will the Mayor do if evidence demonstrates that his and boroughs’ CILs are resulting in negative impacts on business investment and jobs growth?

I support the concept of the Community Infrastructure Levy, but understand it needs to be applied with sensitivity. We don’t want to deter valuable developments that bring jobs and business, by adding on too much tax burden. There ought to be more flexibility in its application. 

10. London LEP. 

The future Mayor must make sure that the London Enterprise Panel (LEP) -- in its governance structure and policy objectives – incorporates effective sub-regional representation that meets West London’s needs. He must also ensure that business is strongly represented on a body that is supposed to be business led. WLB supported the application for the London Local Enterprise Partnership on the condition it would promote West London aspirations.

The LEP is in place and I will work with it. I fully agree that it should have strong business and sub-regional representation. It needs to represent the whole of London.
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