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Brent Borough Profile

Overview of the Borough

Home of Europe’s largest industrial estate and Wembley Stadium, Brent is an excellent business location with excellent links to the rest of London and the UK.  It is an area of huge ethnic diversity and vibrant culture and according to the 2001 census 54.73% of the population considered themselves to be of Black, Asian or Minority Ethnic origin.
Resident Population:



263,464

Economically Active Population:

130,146

Key Town Centres:                                           Wembley, Willesden, Harlesden, Kilburn

Key Commercial Centres:


Park Royal, Wembley

Skills and Labour Force

Qualifications:
51% of people aged 16-74 have at least 5 GCSEs at Grades A*-C 
Educated to Degree Level:
30% of the population are educated to degree level

Major Colleges and Universities:
University of Westminster, College of North West London

By utilising our extensive and comprehensive network, West London Business will help you find the right people for your company.  Our knowledge and links to the local colleges, universities and training providers will ensure that they will be prepared to match the quality your business demands.

Business Base

Number of Businesses in Brent:


7,550
Number of businesses (20 employees plus):

355
Number of People Employed in the Borough:
100,000

Key Companies:
Wembley Stadium Ltd., Katsouris Fresh Foods

Unemployment Rate:




5%

Key Business Sectors:
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Property

Balance of Retail, Warehouse and Office:
Brent is home to the largest industrial estate in Europe, Park Royal.  Park Royal acts as London’s commercial location for production, warehousing, distribution and logistics as well as having a strong office and call centre community.  Sectors that are particularly key within Park Royal include the food, logistics and media sectors.
Park Royal is home to over 1,500 businesses and 40,000 employees.  Its strategic location means that it is an ideal location for logistics and transport companies that rely on 24 hour access to the area.  Companies across all sectors rely on regular collections and deliveries using a variety of commercial vehicles and it is an excellent location for companies looking to distribute throughout London, the South-East and the rest of the UK.

The borough of Brent has lively retail areas in Wembley, Kilburn and Willesden offering a range of experiences in these vibrant communities.  Office space is prevalent around the Wembley area.
West London Business help businesses cut through the problems of contacting dozens of different property agents by collating all available retail, office and warehouse space in West London from over 130 property agents.  WLB use the information to provide businesses with a central database of all commercial premises.  The service is free and easy to use and the service is available online or through consultation with the property team.

Business Rates


Average Rateable Values:

	Rateable Value per m2


	Pounds sterling



	All Bulk Classes
	76

	Retail Premises
	125

	Offices
	103

	Commercial Offices
	127

	‘Other’ offices
	60

	Factories
	51

	Warehouses
	60

	Other Bulk Premises
	38


Business rates vary across the borough and more information can be found at the following sources:

www.brent.gov.uk – Access to the Brent Council website and details of exact rates

www.westlondon.com – Advice on business support and services in West London

www.voa.gov.uk – The Valuation Office Agency compiles business ratings

www.mybusinessrates.gov.uk – Government funded site with concise rate information

Transport

Public Transport:
Brent is extremely well served by public transport with 21 Underground stations and 14 main line stations in addition to an excellent bus network.

Air Travel:
Brent is just a 30 minute car journey from Heathrow, the World’s busiest international airport, where 90 airlines serve 180 destinations in 90 countries.

Driving Times:
Brent is next to the M1, offering easy access to the rest of the UK, in addition to being just a 20 minute drive to central London.  Brent businesses also avoid the central London congestion charge.

Quality of Life

Five Top Attractions:


Wembley Stadium and Wembley Arena
Stadium tours give visitors the opportunity to go behind the scenes of the new 90,000 seater stadium.  The iconic stadium arch is visible across London

Ealing Road
A cultural delight full of Asian shops, cafes, restaurants and the largest Asian jewellery quarter outside Hatton Gardens

Neasden Temple
The must see Hindu temple includes an exhibition, souvenir shop and café and when opened was the biggest Hindu temple in the World outside India
The Brent Museum

A modern high-tech museum with a completely new selection of fantastic and interactive new displays as well as exhibition galleries
Tricycle Theatre, Cinema and Gallery

One of London’s best loved and most respected production houses presents innovative theatre, cinema and visual arts programmes

West London Business

West London Business will support your business in numerous ways, including:

· access to free training and recruitment advice 

· connections with key local and regional government planning and policy makers 

· advice on how to take advantage of development grants 

· access to free money saving environmental and leaner business consultation 

· an extensive programme of networking events 

· advice on how to access new suppliers and customers 

For more information please contact:

James Cummings

West London Business

020 8607 2500

james.cummings@westlondon.com





































































