[image: image1.emf]6%

1%

12%

7%

5%

1%

25%

3%

6%

15%

19%

Manufacturing

Construction

Retail & Wholesale Distribution

Hotels & Catering

Transport, Storage & Communication

Financial Intermediaries

Real Estate, Renting & Business

Activities

Public Administration

Education

Health & Social Work

Other (mainly Media, Creative &

Recreational Activities)



Hammersmith & Fulham

Overview of the Borough

Hammersmith & Fulham is a vibrant area full of multi-national corporate companies. It is home of the BBC and has a bustling local economy suitable for a wide variety of businesses.
Resident Population:



179,900
Population Aged 16 – 74:



142,950


Population aged 16 – 74 in employment:
92,900


Key Town Centres:
Hammersmith Broadway, Shepherds Bush, Fulham Broadway

Key Commercial Centres:
Hammersmith, Park Royal, White City

Skills & Labour Force

Qualifications:
In 2005 59.0% of pupils gained 5 or more GCSEs grade A* - C.

Educated to Degree Level:
43.5% of the population have a degree, which is nearly double the national rate and is the fifth highest in UK.

Major Colleges & Universities:
Ealing, Hammersmith & West London College

By utilising our extensive and comprehensive network, West London Business will help you find the right people for your company.  Our knowledge and links to the local colleges, universities and training providers will ensure that they will be prepared to match the quality your business demands.
Business Base

Number of Businesses in the Borough:

7,255 
Number of Businesses (20 employees plus):
425

Number of People Employed in the Borough:
111,500

Key Companies:  
BBC, Coca-Cola, Walt Disney, Harper-Collins

Unemployment Rate:



3.1%

Key Business Sectors:
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Property

Balance of Retail, Office & Warehouse:


Three thriving town centres at Fulham, Hammersmith and Shepherds Bush has led to a booming retail market, whilst the office market in Hammersmith has attracted multi-national corporate companies to the borough and Park Royal allows space for warehouses in the borough.  The presence of the BBC means that there are a large number of creative and media companies in the borough.

In 2008 a prestigious new shopping centre will open at White City that will offer a substantial amount of new commercial space for a range of businesses, in addition to featuring a significant amount of lifestyle and leisure facilities such as cafes, restaurants, an art gallery and sports centre as well health care, education and other community facilities. The whole development will be framed by a series of public open spaces, green parks, and pedestrian and cycle networks.

West London Business help businesses cut through the problems of contacting dozens of different property agents by collating all available retail, office and warehouse space in West London from over 130 property agents.  WLB use the information to provide businesses with a central database of all commercial premises.  The service is free and easy to use and the service is available online or through consultation with the property team.

Business Rates

Average Rateable Values:

	Rateable Value per m2
	Pounds sterling

	All Bulk Classes
	137

	Retail Premises
	181

	Offices
	170

	Commercial Offices
	172

	‘Other’ offices
	150

	Factories
	53

	Warehouses
	60

	Other Bulk Premises
	76


Business rates vary across the borough and more information can be found at the following sources:

www.lbhf.gov.uk
www.westlondon.com
www.voa.gov.uk
www.mybusinessrates.gov.uk
Transport

Public Transport:
There are 12 Underground stations and 3 mainline stations within the borough, in addition to a busy bus network.  The borough is in the top 10 in the UK of people travelling to work by public transport.  Investment in public transport means a new station at White City is arriving soon!

Air Travel:
Hammersmith & Fulham is just a 30 minute car or direct Tube journey from Heathrow, the World’s busiest international airport, where 90 airlines serve 180 destinations in 90 countries.

Driving Times:
The A40 Great West Road and A4 Westway allow for quick and easy access to the rest of London and the UK.  Hammersmith & Fulham businesses also avoid the central London congestion charge.

Quality of Life

Five Top Attractions:

The Hammersmith Riviera:
Relax in Furnivall Gardens near Hammersmith Bridge and enjoy the fine view, or refresh yourself at the many historic riverside pubs.
Stroll along the Thames Trail National Path, a level and easy-to-follow way-marked walk along the banks of the river, taking in excellent pubs and views along the way. 
Backstage Tours at the BBC
A 1.5-2 hour tour of London's BBC Television Centre will take you behind the scenes of the most famous TV centre in the world.  Check out the News Centre, observation galleries and studios and be on the watch for famous faces along the way.  The Television Centre is a working building, so each tour takes in the action happening on that particular day - an excellent reason to go back for more.  Tours must be pre-booked.
Chelsea Football Club at Stamford Bridge
This dynamic landmark development includes Chelsea Football Club's Stamford Bridge ground, the major attraction Chelsea Word of Sport, four restaurants, a night club, health club, apartments and two 4 star hotels with conference and banqueting facilities.  
The Museum of Fulham Palace
The historic home of the Bishops of London, the Palace building now contains a small museum.   Once enclosed by the largest moat in England, its beautiful public grounds include botanic beds, herb garden and secluded wall garden.

Earls Court & Olympia
London's two major exhibition and event venues, home of everything from the Ideal Home Exhibition to Erotica
West London Business
West London Business will support your business in numerous ways, including:

· access to free training and recruitment advice 

· connections with key local and regional government planning & policy makers 

· advice on how to take advantage of development grants 

· access to free money saving environmental and leaner business consultation 

· an extensive programme of networking events 

· advice on how to access new suppliers and customers 

For more information please contact:

James Cummings

West London Business

020 8607 2500

james.cummings@westlondon.com





































































