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Hounslow Borough Profile

Overview of the Borough

Hounslow is one of the largest boroughs in London and one of its most diverse.  From the bars and restaurants of Chiswick to the multi-cultural buzz of Hounslow, the borough is famous for being one of the most ethnically diverse areas of London, with 38% of residents belonging to ethnic-minority groups.

Resident Population:



212,900

Working Age Population:



71.5%

Key Town Centres:



Chiswick, Hounslow, Feltham
Key Commercial Centres:
The Golden Mile, Chiswick Park, Western International Market, Bedfont Lakes

Skills & Labour Force

Qualifications:
52% of the Hounslow population have 5 or more GCSEs at grade A*-C and 59% of pupils are from an ethnic minority group.
Educated to Degree Level:
28.4% of the population are educated to degree level

Major Colleges & Universities:
West London College, 8 Training Centres across the borough
By utilising our extensive and comprehensive network, West London Business will help you find the right people for your company.  Our knowledge and links to the local colleges, universities and training providers will ensure that they will be prepared to match the quality your business demands.

Business Base

Number of Businesses in Hounslow:

7,365
Key Companies:
GlaxoSmithKline, BSkyB, JC Decaux, Cisco Systems, Fullers Brewery, Carillion

Unemployment Rate:



3.3%
Key Business Sectors:
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Property

Balance of Retail, Warehouse & Office:
The Golden Mile offers excellent opportunities for international firms with excellent links to the motorway network and Heathrow Airport, in addition to being home to key companies such as GlaxoSmithKline and JC Decaux, whilst Chiswick Park offers innovative office space with a unique work / life ethos meaning that employees here can take advantage of the numerous opportunities within the Park.  Industrial parks throughout the borough service the needs of companies of all sizes.  There are also key town centres at Chiswick, Hounslow and Feltham, with a wide range of retail and commercial properties.
West London Business help businesses cut through the problems of contacting dozens of different property agents by collating all available retail, office and warehouse space in West London from over 130 property agents.  WLB use the information to provide businesses with a central database of all commercial premises.  The service is free and easy to use and the service is available online or through consultation with the property team.

Business Rates

Average Rateable Values:

	Rateable Value per m2


	Pounds Sterling

	All Bulk Classes
	119

	Retail Premises
	157

	Offices
	165

	Commercial Offices
	170

	‘Other’ offices
	102

	Factories
	72

	Warehouses
	91

	Other Bulk Premises
	53


Business rates vary across the borough and more information can be found at the following sources:

www.hounslow.gov.uk
www.westlondon.com
www.voa.gov.uk
www.mybusinessrates.gov.uk
Transport

Public Transport:
Hounslow is served by nine Underground and eight main line stations taking customers to the airport in 5 minutes and central London in 30 minutes.  

Air Travel:
Heathrow Airport has a massive influence on Hounslow.  The largest sub-regional employment centre, it is without doubt the principal economic driver, directly providing 69,000 jobs.  This does not tell the complete story, with many of Hounslow’s employment centres containing significant clusters of airport related activity.  The completion of Terminal 5 will bring further investment into the borough.

Driving Times:
The M4 and Great West Road allow easy access to London and the UK, with central London just a 30 minute drive away.  Hounslow businesses also avoid the central London congestion charge.


Quality of Life

Five Top Attractions:

The Thames River
The River runs through Hounslow and offers several relaxing walks and historic walks – a perfect way to spend a relaxing day.

Five historic houses
Syon, Osterley, Gunnersbury, Chiswick and Boston Manor Houses are all within the borough

The Griffin Brewery
Tours of the brewery offer a unique view of life in the borough at this still thriving brewery

Chiswick
The shops and green spaces of Chiswick offer something for all the family.
The Watermans Arts Centre
The Watermans is a multipurpose arts centre in Brentford on the banks of the Thames overlooking Kew Gardens.  It includes a theatre, cinema, gallery and restaurant.
West London Business

West London Business will support your business in numerous ways, including:

· access to free training and recruitment advice 

· connections with key local and regional government planning & policy makers 

· advice on how to take advantage of development grants 

· access to free money saving environmental and leaner business consultation 

· an extensive programme of networking events 

· advice on how to access new suppliers and customers 

For more information please contact:

James Cummings

West London Business

020 8607 2500

james.cummings@westlondon.com





































































