
 

 

Dear Lord Adonis,  
 
Air Passenger Duty 
 
We write to you on behalf of our members, urging the Government to re-consider and 
drop the proposed increases to Air Passenger Duty set for November.  
 
Our belief is that such increases will be detrimental not only to the UK economy, but to 
our business competitiveness in general and specifically to our aviation industry. To 
impose these taxes at a time when our economy is barely beginning to show the first 
signs of recovering from a severe recession, will be particularly counter-productive to 
the UK’s well-being.   
 
WLB represents some 600 members and partners in West London and engages with 
about 3,000 business representatives each year. We count among our members such 
names as GlaxoSmithKline, Diageo, BAA, HSBC, SEGRO, Jones Lang Lasalle, 
British Airways, BBC, BSkyB and Brunel University. Our vision is to make West 
London the number one gateway in the UK for international business and we aim to 
speak for the private sector. We also work closely with the local boroughs and 
education sectors.   
 
The UK’s current levels of passenger tax are already the highest in the EU, while other 
EU members like Denmark, Sweden and recently, the Netherlands, have abandoned it 
altogether. If we raise the duty further it is not difficult to predict that it will cause the 
UK aviation industry additional competitive disadvantage. Such increases will mean 
individual air tickets will be more expensive and therefore our airports and airlines will 
be less attractive to leisure and business travellers alike.  
 
As the Inward Investment and Investor Development Agency (funded by the London 
Development Agency) for West London, we are keenly aware of the importance of 
global air contacts and the value of Heathrow in making this part of the capital 
particularly attractive to West London. Increasing air fares through this duty hike will 
make air travel more expensive for business travellers, which will have a detrimental 
effect not only on British businessmen’s overseas trips from here, but on foreign 
investors considering the additional costs of setting up here.  
 
Similarly, social flying will be negatively affected. Not only will this tax make the 
normal family holiday significantly more expensive in many cases, but it will make it 
more difficult for our community to make and receive overseas visits to friends and 
families. With our multi-ethnic community in West London, particularly those with a 
south Asian and Indian sub-continent connection, the extra cost would be a very 
unwelcome burden.    
 
 
 



 

 

 
If the objective is environmental – to contribute to climate change by reducing the 
volume of air traffic and consequent emissions – it is equally ineffective. The result of 
a higher passenger tax in the UK will simply result in international business and 
airlines moving business elsewhere. It will have no impact on international aviation 
volumes or the overall impact of global aviation on climate change.  
 
It seems to our West London Board that to increase this tax at a time of economic 
stress for our businesses large and small would be particularly inadvisable. At a time 
when we have stabilised the economy and, possibly, turned the corner to growth again, 
the last thing businesses need to deal with is a tax effectively on overseas business and 
exporting. 
 
We believe this proposed tax increase to be ill-advised and ill-timed. It will have 
negative effects on our aviation industry and on our overall business performance at a 
time when we need to encourage entrepreneurship, investment, exporting and 
entrepreneurship. 
 
We would be most happy to meet with you to discuss our views further and if we can 
provide any information or answer any questions on this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact me.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Frank Wingate  
West London Business Chief Executive 
  
 


